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er SPLOST Vote: All or Nothing
When Lumpkin County voters go to the polls Nov. 7, they will decide whether
to approve a one-cent sales tax expected to bring in about $25
million for capital improvements in the community over a six
year period. Capital improvements are improvements made to
public buildings, land, infrastructure and equipment with lasting
value: capital improvement money cannot be spent for operating
and maintenance needs. If the SPLOST, or Special Purpose Local
Option Sales Tax, passes, people won’t have to pay more tax on
their purchases than they pay now; a penny SPLOST is already
being collected and will simply be continued. The money brought in from the
November vote will be earmarked for a new list of projects beginning in 2008,
when the current SPLOST expires.
  Capital needs are so great in this fast-growing county that many items are
included in the SPLOST package. They will all be listed on the ballot question
posed in the voting booth. It won’t be a matter of voting for some projects and
against others, though. The SPLOST question is an all or nothing proposition:
Yes or No. Here’s how it will read on the ballot:

SPLOST Information Available
Lumpkin County’s and the City
of Dahlonega’s elected
officials want the public to be
fully informed about the
SPLOST vote coming up on
the ballot Nov. 7 and what it’s
intended to accomplish for the
community. They’re pleased to answer
citizens’ questions about the issue, but state
law prohibits spending public money to
promote it. A citizens’ group has taken on
that role. The Dahlonega-Lumpkin County
Community Foundation, facilitated through
the local Chamber of Commerce, is working
hard to get the word out. They have
brochures and other materials explaining
details of the SPLOST, they have
information available by e-mail, and they
have a speakers’ bureau which is sending
citizens who are knowledgeable about the
SPLOST out to make presentations to local
civic groups. If you’d like more information
on this important ballot question for yourself
or for a group, please contact the
Dahlonega-Lumpkin County Chamber of
Commerce at 706-864-3711 today.

Now That’s Service
Today’s Lumpkin
County probably
seems like an entirely
different county than
the one they started

working for in the
mid-seventies, but Don

Seabolt and Marie Satterfield actually
have been employed by Lumpkin
County for more than 30 years, and
now they have the service pins and
special honorary coins to prove it. Don,
who accepted a county job in 1975, and
Marie, who came on board in 1976,
were among those recognized at an
Employee Service Awards ceremony at
a recent Board of Commissioners
meeting. Both were awarded custom
designed Lumpkin County coins
bearing the words Awarded for
Excellence, Making a Difference:
Commitment, Service, Integrity and
also received Lumpkin County service
pins with ruby gemstones. (Marie was
away at a professional conference and
received hers after the ceremony.)

Joint Lumpkin County & City of Dahlonega
Special Purpose 1% Local Option Sales & Use Tax

For Capital Improvements
Shall a special one percent sales and use tax be imposed in the County of

Lumpkin for a period of time not to exceed six (6) years and for the raising of an
estimated amount of $25,200,000.00 for the purpose of (a) Water & Sewer
Infrastructure Expansion, Library Facilities Road Bridges, Administrative Facilities,
Public Safety Vehicles, Park & Recreation Facilities Purchasing Industrial
Development Property, Fire Protection Facilities, Public Warning System, Public
Works Equipment and E911 Equipment and funding debt service for Judicial
Facilities for Lumpkin County; and (b) funding debt service for Water Treatment
Facilities for the City of Dahlonega?

YES   OR     NO
Lumpkin County Employees with 25-
29 years of service each also
received the county coin, as well as a
service pin with a sapphire gemstone.
There were three: Ann Wigley, Lana
Pruitt and Brenda Abee. Twenty-
year-plus employees Bobby Reeves,
Don Head and William Martin
received county coins and service
pins. Employees with more than five,
ten and 15 years of service all
received certificates of appreciation
and service pins. Fifteen year
employees include Ruth Bohac,
Rachel Pruitt, James Lord, Robert
Page and Benjamin Nix, Jr. There
were forty employees who had been
on the job for Lumpkin County five
years or more; fourteen with 10
years or more of service.
  County officials beamed with pride
as a total of 67 employees were
recognized, noting how fortunate
Lumpkin County citizens are to have
people with such loyalty and
dedication at our service.

Legion Goes to Bat for Grant
The Dahlonega American Legion
has a long history of supporting
community projects, especially
ones that benefit kids. True to
form, the organization recently
came through with a
substantial donation for a
Parks and Recreation
project. The donation was

extra special because it triggered another
major donation from the Timken Foundation
of Canton, a non-profit organization that
provides grants to communities where
Timken plants are located. Following a
donation last year of $70,000, the Timken
Foundation had pledged another $40,000
contingent upon the community’s matching
that amount in donations of our own. When
it became apparent that community support
wasn’t coming in fast enough to meet the
offer’s deadline, the American Legion
wrote a check for the balance, bringing the
total amount of donations by the Timken
Foundation, the American Legion and
individuals in the community to a whopping
$150,000. The funds are going toward a
covered pavilion with picnic tables,
concession area, restrooms and storage
areas to complement a playground area and
soccer fields now being developed on the
east side of Yahoola Creek. Thanks to all
who have made this project possible.
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Stan Kelley
County Manager

Lumpkin County
99 Courthouse Hill

Dahlonega,
Georgia  30533
(706) 864-3742

Fax (706) 864-4760
www.lumpkincounty.gov

Lumpkin County . . . continued from reverse side

Working for You!
If you have a problem,
question or concern

involving your county
government, answers and
 assistance are as close

as your phone or
computer. For contact
information for county

departments or
commissioners,

see Dept. and Contact Info.,
www.lumpkincounty.gov

or call (706) 864-3742.

Board of Commissioners
Steve Gooch, Chairman

Dr. John Raber, District 1
Deborah Hutcheson, District 2

Clarence Stowers, District 3
Marvin Martin, District 4

___________

 Registrar’s Office Is Election Connection
Will you be voting on Election Day or advance voting?
Absentee voting? Will that be by mail or in person? With or
without an excuse? In simpler times, all most people really
needed to know about voting was the election date and their
precinct location. And if they were going to have to
be out of their voting area on election day, they’d
need to know about voting by absentee ballot.
Elections have become more flexible and
convenient to attract more people to the polls.
But that has brought with it the need for a lot
more information. Lumpkin County’s Election
and Registration Office goes all out to provide
that information to citizens.
  If you have Internet access, check out their web page at
www.lumpkincounty.gov. You’ll find all the voting dates and
deadlines, an absentee voting application, which voting
precinct you must go to and how to get there, sample ballots
and more. If you like to get your information the old
fashioned way, just stop in—their office is in the county
courthouse—or call them at 706-864-6279.
  Election Day is Nov. 7. Absentee voting with an excuse
continues through Oct. 27 and advance voting is Oct. 30 –
Nov. 3, both from 8am to 5pm at the Mountain Education
Center.

You Want What?!
As large as our stray animal
population is here, it’s hard to
believe there are animal
shelters out there begging for
more pets to offer for
adoption. Lumpkin County
Animal Shelter manager
Mary Flowers is grateful for
the relationships she’s built
with these shelters. The
Atlanta Humane Society and
shelters in Muscogee and
Stephens Counties all request
adoptable animals
regularly. That’s good,
considering the
staggering number of
animals we take in
regularly. A record 308 cats
and dogs were accepted at
the shelter in August.

A Tight Ship at
Animal
Shelter
Mary Flowers
and her staff
run a tight ship

at Lumpkin
County’s 2-

year-old Animal
Shelter. If you want to know
how tight, just ask the
Department of Agriculture.
They recently performed the
shelter’s first official
inspection. The surprise
inspection centered on a 30-
item checklist dealing with
everything from animal care
to facility conditions to
paperwork. The shelter
passed every item and
received excellent overall
comments. Be sure to give
the staff a pat on the back
(or scratch behind their ears)
when you see them!

For Their Health
Lumpkin County’s
human resources
director Fran Sullens
enjoys the idea of
helping
employees live
longer,
healthier lives. Bolstered by a
$3,500 grant from Association
County Commissioners of
Georgia (ACCG) and Local
Government Risk
Management Services, she
and a staff committee put on
a Health and Benefits Fair in
September. More than 75
staffers attended the fair at
the Parks and Recreation
Community Center, which
offered health screenings and
information on nutrition,
weight loss, prostate health
and a host of other topics.
Representatives of Blue
Cross/Blue Shield, the
county’s insurance provider,
told employees about their
preventive healthcare
resources and answered
questions about enrollment.
Employees were even offered
help with retirement  planning
and investment program
choices. Besides being good
for employees, health fairs
help keep the county budget
healthy. Healthier employees
mean reduced claims dollars,
and over time that can lower
health insurance costs for the
government.

This Land Is Our Land…
When The
U.S. Forest
Service
announced it
would
dispose of
the Yahoola Work
Center property on Yahoola
Road, the county took note.
After all, 15 acres with a
shop and office building and
equipment storage shed in
that location could be a fine
investment. The county was
the high bidder in an online
auction in June. There are
no precise plans yet, but a
land swap with the state
DOT for part of it is being
considered. The DOT wants
to locate a maintenance
headquarters there. The
agency would take part of
the Yahoola property in
exchange for its current
maintenance site on Riley
Road. That site is next to
land the county already
owns—its former
maintenance shop. The
result could be more
attractive and suitable
development, most likely
governmental facilities, along
Riley Road, a bit of an
eyesore now. Surveys and
appraisals in progress will
determine what happens
next.

  The up side: We have
many healthy, loving pets
available to good homes.
Especially adult dogs.
“Puppies are great for kids,”
Mary says, “but adult dogs
can be an excellent choice
for adult people. They are
usually trained, often calmer
and you don’t have to wait
for them to grow up to know
their temperaments.” The
cost of adoption is $85 for a
dog or puppy, $65 for a cat or
kitten, including a voucher for
spaying or neutering and
needed shots and tests from
local veterinarians. Call 706-
867-7297 or stop by the
shelter on Red Oak Flats
Road to learn more.

County, City
Spiff Up
Reservoir
Area
Whether you’re
toting a sack

lunch, a fishing pole or a
canoe, you’ll find the
reservoir area a pleasant
place to visit. Lumpkin
County and the city of
Dahlonega chipped in
together to spiff up the public
park areas. There is now a
boat ramp (for non-motorized
craft only), along with picnic
tables and benches, timbered
landscaping, attractive trash
receptacles and fresh gravel
in the parking areas. Stop by
and enjoy the beautiful view.


